Thc Betrothat of the Pmk God“and’lhe:Snow:Gb‘ddéx}::.
b The Pmk .S'now Is Al'ways Seen Upon Mauna Kea R
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s ELL me one of y"our,__mhny,'legends, Puna,;_"',, “How =] beaunful""'cxclalmed
— some tale belonging to the Big Island of Ha- pleasure it would be to see them i
waii where Kamehameha First, whom many-—with the --s‘toryr-piné;.’—’:'f_‘_:_’%.;
: Qeopl_c"ca-ll—'the—‘Napoleon of_the Pacific,’” was Ihen_hcr_old_nurs&'um-ﬂo
\ born—something different, something . alto- Jous chant; apparently- chldmg—
~ gether apart from the lore of Pele, goddess of Volcanoes, ‘1mpatxence—
~———creator of the TIslands.”~Tell-me~some sweet story of a
“"'——lovely' flowerlike gxrl :md a hands*ome Tover-steadfastand

true.” - —= el —

S e

‘The-youths—oi—Kohala—nevel
—Their-kapa- togas:are—almd
They he heed not the rdin nor
“For their shoulders are_eve:
_So worry not-for thou
“The story of the Pink-God
Whose glowing beam s see
And she of the. snow-whlte

——-So- spoke a tawny-skmned«young girl-to-her-indulgent————
- old Hawaiian nurse whose bent form bespokc four score
years and more. PP~ ol '

The beautiful girl ma(le a charming picture as she
reclined on an exquisite, almost pnce]ess makaloa’ mat,
patterned_with small brown _squares and tiny triangle de-
elgns of finely-woven rush that looked as lovely and was——
“as-soft as a-silken_coverlet. ‘ = “Llsten contmued—Pun&—«t

A shady hau tree with its- pale g oold and russet- tmted seen on Mauna Kea, the great,
_bell-like blossoms formed a_canopy above her head, whose  iawvers—above—and—almest—toucht
flowing, almost -raven-like- ‘tresses -fell, abundantly- ‘below sﬁﬁﬁﬁit of snow-clad -peaké cline
her waist in perfect abandon.. An orangc-colored halo——pexrthe sun; at Hikiaia (the Be
- lei-entwined with green maile (myrtle); held- the stray - Ktptut,pu "c_(chilling)_rain_conti
‘tresses in place and away from her- forehead forming- a-- sweepmg 7 dowil to the ~district of
~coronet. —Her long, sweeping black" lashes~half conceafed— mao and_away_up- on—this-great

soff eyes that gleamed like burnished copper. -~ “a beautiful snow-white maiden

Her whole attitude bespoké an appeal as she leaned (Bosoth of Treasure) who wear:
forward, with her chin resting in the slender amber-like ¢ w_white hma hina blossoms tl
hands bent back from _sof_tly-moulded wrists and arms, a0 tops, " g
‘while she held a red ripe ohia fruit lightly poised in.the

frail tips_of_the tapering fingers of the_other hand. ~“Sheis- k“OW" aS‘the Snow
__frail tips_of_the tapering_fingers of the other hand. "‘She'IS’thE‘f i 1 tthe

Her n: arched ba 1

er_narrow, arched bare feet bespoke a nervous ’T_-Crcdtor f Waters,-and_the God

“patience as thcy peeped from beneagh the folds of her . : WY
Hina. Her nurse’s name is Liha:

brilliant red muwmun (Hawaiian house dress)—their tiny
-toes moving rhythmically back and forth.

Her devoted old nurse  sat on the ulgg of the mat, .
facing her. Her lap was filled with stubby green hala
fruit contrastine sharply with her hlacl lalaby (TTh.

. “Ka-ne, her father,-created_a
with beautiful clear water—withi
“the summit of Mauna-kea, reflecti
a basin- behmd the- snow-clad—peal

-~ www
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lhat he .hnd ‘ever_seen. He was known as Ku-kahau-uln
(the Pink-Tinted Snow’s Arrival), the Pmk-Tmted Snow-
God_of Mauna-kea, who.made. aily.
the Snow Goddess at morn and in afternoofi.~
"Throwmg his pmk kapa toga over his shoulders, and
starting down on the ﬁrst sun’s ray, beyond’ Haehae, the
Land "of - Desire at the castern gateway of the sun at’
Kahiki_ (the Beyond),
possible the place where she dwelt upon the snow-capped
mountain. He watched her each day as she played with

the_kini-akuas_({airies)._amongst.the_silversword alina-

hing)-near.the pool, and, sometimes further dowhunear
'ht.%h“m bcltﬁuﬂ“rm Lihau, (the
Chilling Frost) was always with her.

“Each day he became more fascinated and’ m'ulc every .
‘ffort to reach her abode and court her—win her for his
sridé—but Lili-noe, another sprite (the Fine Rain) drove
im back, and at other times when he started, Pele’s sis-
er at the eastern gateway of -the sun endeavored to entice
im away, all stfiving to prevent fm visiting Poliahu
it_Mauna-kea.

“Undaunted he continued his pilgrimages, ccndmrr his
jedm towards Mauna-kea.
rrown into_ womanhood, the handsome prince espied her,
dentifying her by her fine soft whiteekapa robe that Hina,

ilgrimages_to. court_hnshcaﬁ*(_s desire_that  day. -

_he tried to approach as neir.as._

One day when Poliahu had.
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“Another dawn came and he startcd agam, wearmg his -
" usual pmk kapa robe, full of hopc, and determmcd to—wm e

“Hina,” who ™ was_on ~guard, saw:—himand sent~thr—
biting black ‘rain -after him. He glided back- and forth -
and waited until the rain had dlsappeared when he de- -
‘parted 1g‘un his pink kqu 'S0" vtvnd as- he—traversed—the—

“heavens that its reflection caused a glonous Tainbow:. toﬂ_..__
“arch. “When the sentinal Merman saw the rainbow cause

Pmlrﬁod”reﬁﬁc&':iﬂﬁ—

-

by the radiant
-xst _hc_un(lc-stood the _omen_of love and took pity ¢
him, and blew his conch shell, caliing-out to -him:

“ ‘Oh, Magnificent Pink Lord, come _tomorrow: ~at‘__‘_
dawn and I will show you the way to meet. Poliahti) and
conquer Hina; come with thy irridescent pink robe; part .
the Gw Veil of \Ilght and-send thy red glow to fascm-

T

ate her;
“ ‘T have watched thee da:ly as thou™ s:uled_th?" 2

heavens in quest of thy loved one, at morn and in after- .
noons, and am’ convinced of. your love; come to the swim-
ming pool ; be not-afraid of Llhau s 'mgcr you can over-
come’ her-coldness.”——— .
“Ku-kahau-ula did as he was told, and as he started*
down in all ‘his radiant Dbeauty, he saw Moo-i-nanea—
beckoning and he came a little nearer to-the topmost peak
with his pink kapa -cloth gutspread prepared to throw one

rer_mother _had beaten out so beautifully from the bark
of the. Wau-ke plant with her magic kapa beater; until
t rcscmhlv.d soft white clouds when ﬁiushul Her nurse,
.ihau, wrapped it around hcr. '4(
““Poliahu was coming slowly down the mountainside
Umost - to-where plant_life grew when-he saw her, and
mmediately was enraptured with her beauty, beholding
1er from his place of vantage. IHer sparkling-face and
livine form were radiantly beautiful, and it seemed to
1im that she even oufrivalled the silvery-white hina-hina
lossoms.  Throwing his pink kapa toga over his shoulder
u.,mu _he_ hastened to. gLLLLJu.r,-but-lmr—muw Lihau- ~(the;
Chilling Frost) and Kipu™u pu " (the Hail) came out
ind found her. Tt hecame so chilly he withdrew his
yeam,
\_ “However, that did not weaken his resolution to court
The next day he departed earlier than usual on his
ove quest—for he planned all night how- this feat of
winning the Snow Goddess for his own could be accom-

end of it over the shoulder of the Snow Goddess. -
“Poliahu, sceing him at that moment; called out to.'
her mother in ecstasy. and dcllght‘
“ ‘Oh, Hina-\Behold the handsome: one as- he ﬁtﬁl’ld!‘r‘-‘
at the very edge of the sun's ray—all ray himself—and-
his rosy form is sending a warmth to my bosom. He is *
wearing a pink helmet and is swathed ina pink cape. Look,
mother Hina! Call to him to come nearer that I may chant
a mcxx.lgc_ of aloha to him!
“Iina was beside herself with fear and gr ‘ef at the
pnwhlht\' of losing Tier daughfer, Tor she saw- that his
2 beauty had _attracted I‘()l|nlm_an(Lagmn,..she.ant_the_
hiting, drmng rain and the cold, white mist over the land
until the Pink Snow God was lost in the fog and it took -
him some time to find his home. He hecame (hscourage( i -
and he chanted to the sentinel of the pool, appealing to
&im to come to his assistance, for he was I)urmn" w1th_.,
an unquuulml)k love for_Poliahu

pliSHea; and WITeH agwi arrived e (qu.xrkd bravely, bul
Lili-noe (the Fine Rain) chased him away again. Again
and.again_he made-the attempt-at-each new dawn of day
wnd near: sunset, pproaching closer ‘and closer until one

T.ead me-over-the swnmmmg pool, to my beloved
to the godl: Ka-ne and Hm"l that thcv may know of my .

e —

devotion.” ——

“ Then,’ the amthmlled-to-huHeme—bfm-one——

'Iav Polmhu'q mother—-ﬂma (Gmldess ol Mi<t) (lis-

of the sky, but you must first conceal your Deautiful pink____

Trhn vohn _ from-—view—1nt l-vot—prrive—t—thr—rimt—thiy———
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ing-pink. As the go&approached the spot where the snow=—betrothed-on thrhe1ghts-of'°Mauna‘Kvet\wc-havc-fol

white goddess was reclining upon a couch of snéow and - the tradition .of their mamage ceremony, .1 the chxeﬁ 2
hina-hina-blossoms; ¢lad-i in:her-soft-white-kapa- rqbc, her -*mcn—foldmg‘thc—fmther-cape‘ur‘kapr_xruuud"thrc :
S ———— A et -
faithful nurse was watchmg over her in the sacred stillness ~ maiden, just as the sun’s.ray-is’ reﬂecte : Bc no &5
of the mountains. mountain and turns:it pink at. morn ‘and’ noon and he

“He advanced “slowly,. his pink rohc outepread treasure-f heart of “the goddessreits and-

radiently gilding the brow of Mauna-kea with its glorious_love and-feeds the mountain-streatn s-wnu“h‘e’F‘rvf
hue, until it was-almost noon, chanting softly to her of gift-for-man and mature-to-thrive upon:——

Iis love, in. the stillness of God’s acres until he was close " You have heard of tthv‘ﬁ”teTO‘f‘Pohahu—Et “our- TL
enough to throw his brilliant pink toga over her shoulder. ancxcnt and noblé chieftains ~of _that_great: xslat_ﬁ“pte_:
Drawing-her-within-his-armis,-he-wrapped the robe enurely-----ferrcd to-any-other;-to- quencﬁ——ﬂiﬂ thirst with-and-how—
around her until they both were concealed within its thctr f'uthful rctmncrs would have to_travel” for-miles”
folds. L ¢ach d day, slart ing.at Larly “dawn, carr)mgl*}rmn.wafet_.

“The Merman, Moo-i-nanea, blew the conch-shell that . ‘gourds all the - way up the steep slopes of- M auna-kea, :to |

the world would know of the betrothal, and chanted these™ a place called. Pohaku-loa_to_fetch_the _drinking_:water
~words: " {rom the melted snow accumulated there, bestowed “by.the \
“ ‘Ku-kahau-ula and Poliahu, On! =L -‘goddcss, for “their “feudal lords. - e
These two were betrothed in the Chilling Irost “Well, child, Jthat is the aloha of Ku-ka hau ula aﬁa
In lllLL[)l(l region_of Mauna-kea ; Pnh ahu who were betrothed in the cold region.”
They are the residents of the up,an(]‘(' “Then, as the &mmm ﬂoat:d out upon
The children of the thicket of wild-w “L)()rls - the air and faded away, the young girl sighed, and smd
The thicket that radiates their Tove dreamilys EPT
IFrom the summit of Mauna-kea , “Thank you, Puna,” and smilingly gazed out towards
Is most beautiful to behold; the glinting blue-sea-of- Walklklrand-whxspered, IXRE
“Tis there the pink Sun’s beam »  “I, too, shall watch for the arrival of the’ glonous
___Embraces and kisses the snow.” . . sunheam_that brings_bappiness 'm(Lplgnt_y,_callethLP_n

“And, from these early days.when the gods werc Go(!(\(_l\u -kahu-ula) of Mauna-kea,”” .
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